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letter to the editor was printed. He added that it was not until
he had sent the boy his notes on the offending article was the
boy satisfied that the mistakes were due to a printer's error and
not to his own ignorance. The mistake had been repeated three
times.
The director insisted to me that the method used by them was
much more real and effective than the Project Method, which
created artificial conditions in order to stimulate interest in
learning, instead of using learning to stimulate interest in real
conditions. My own impression is that there has not yet been
time for a judgment to be formed. It is as yet impossible to tell
whether the Soviet child's interest in the life around the school
is not due solely to the outside stimulus caused by the very
dynamic life of the people. The test will come when the general
life becomes less hectic, when it ceases to be for ever at boiling
point. When the collective farm and Dneprostroy, the combine
and the tractor, are taken as a matter of course, and the success-
ful opening of a new enterprise ceases to be a thrillingly exciting
social event, will the ordinary class lesson supply sufficient
stimulus to interest the children in life outside the school ? At
present it is not strictly accurate to talk about " life outside the
school." There is as yet no division between the life inside and
the life outside. The two are always merging and interacting.
If under Communism this interlocking of the two phases of a
child's life persists, if the long road to Communism will all the
time generate enthusiasm, then it will probably not be necessary
to devise all kinds of plans to stimulate children to learn. As I
said before, at present one cannot tell.
It was admitted that the perfect lesson had not yet been
devised. The laboratory was giving a considerable amount of
attention to the problem. It was its business to help the teacher
to plan and give a perfect lesson. The director held the accepted
view that a lesson which did not interest the children, wHch
did not call forth any activity on their part, which was not
related to life outside the school, was a failure* Equally the
taaeber in whose work a steady improvement was not noticeable